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SUBJECT:AGREEMENT BETWEEN US NAVY AND RUSSIAN NAVY ON 
INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS 

FOR W.P. CLAPPIN 

1 . U.S. NAVY AND RUSSIAN NAVY HAVE AGREED ON A PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL CODE OE SIGNALS. USDAO IN 
MOSCOW HAS AGREED WITH HIS RUSSIAN COUNTERPART THAT US 
AND USSR SUBMIT INDIVIDUAL NOTES CONTAINING PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT TO IMCO ON 10 JANUARY 1975. 

2. TO MEET THIS COMMITMENT PLEASE TRANSMIT DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE AND ATTACHMENT CONTAINING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
IMCO ON 10 JANUARY; 
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3. TEXT OF SUBSTANTIVE PORTION OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE FOLLOWS: 
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QUOTE. NOTE BY THE GOVERNMENT OE THE UNITED STATES OE 
AMERICA, 

THE INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS IS DEFICIENT IN FAILING 
TO PROVIDE CERTAIN SIGNALS APPROPRIATE TO NAVAL SHIPS 

AND THEIR PARTICULAR EVOLUTIONS AND OPERATIONS. 

ACCORDINGLY, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
HAVE ADOPTED FOR USE, BETWEEN NAVAL UNITS, THE ATTACHED 
LIST OF SIGNALS. THESE SIGNALS WILL BE USED IN ADDITION 
TO THOSE FOUND IN THE INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS. 

IT IS THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES THAT THE ENCLOSED LIST OF SIGNALS BE INCLUDED IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS FOR USE BY ALL VESSELS. 

ENCLOSURE: LIST OF SIGNALS 
END QUOTE 

4. TEXT OF ATTACHMENT: 

QUOTE... MEANING OF SIGNALS 
SIGNAL ENGLISH 

IRl I AM ENGAGED IN OCEANOGRAPHIC OPERATIONS 

IR2(...) I AM STREAMING/TOWING HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY 
EQUIPMENT METERS ASTERN. 

IR3 I AM RECOVERING HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY EQUIPMENT. 

IR4 I AM CONDUCTING SALVAGE OPERATIONS . 

JHl I AM ATTEMPTING TO RETRACT A GROUNDED VESSEL. 

MHl REQUEST YOU NOT CROSS MY COURSE AHEAD OF ME. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 002399 


NB1(...) I HAVE MY UNATTACHED HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY EQUIP- 
MENT BEARING IN A DIRECTION FROM ME AS INDICATED 
(TABLE 3 OF ICS). 

PJl I AM UNABLE TO ALTER COURSE TO MY STARBOARD. 

PJ2 I AM UNABLE TO ALTER COURSE TO MY PORT. 
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PJ3 CAUTION, I HAVE A STEERING CASUALTY. 

PP8(...) DANGEROUS OPERATIONS IN PROGRESS. REQUEST YOU 
REMAIN CLEAR IN DIRECTION EROM ME AS INDICATED 
....TABLE 3 OE ICS). 

QEI CAUTION, I HAVE STOPPED THE ENGINES. 

QS6(...) I AM PROCEEDING TO ANCHORAGE ON COURSE 

QV2 I AM IN A FIXED MULTIPLE LEG MOOR USING TWO OR 
MORE ANCHORS OR BUOYS EORE AND AFT. REQUEST 
YOU REMAIN CLEAR. 

QV3 I AM ANCHORED IN DEEP WATER WITH HYDROGRAPHIC 
SURVEY EQUIPMENT STREAMED. 

RT2 I INTEND TO PASS YOU ON YOUR PORT SIDE. 

RT6(...) FORMATION IS MANEUVERING. REQUEST YOU REMAIN 

CLEAR IN DIRECTION FROM ME AS INDICATED 

(TABLE 3 OF ICS). 

RT7(...) I SHALL APPROACH YOUR SHIP ON STARBOARD SIDE 

TO A DISTANCE OF I GO'S OF METERS 

(YARDS). 

RT8(...) I SHALL APPROACH YOUR SHIP ON PORT SIDE TO A 
DISTANCE OF lOO'S OF METERS(YARDS). 

RT9(...) I SHALL CROSS ASTERN AT A DISTANCE OF 

I GO'S OF METERS (YARDS). 
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RU2(...) I AM BEGINNING A PORT TURN IN APPROXIMATELY 
MINUTES. 

RU3(...) I AM BEGINNING A STARBOARD TURN IN APPROXIMATELY 
MINUTES. 

RU4 THE FORMATION IS PREPARING TO ALTER COURSE TO 
PORT. 

RU5 THE FORMATION IS PREPARING TO ALTER COURSE TO 
STARBOARD. 

RU6 I AM ENGAGED IN MANEUVERING EXERCISES. IT IS 
DANGEROUS TO BE INSIDE THE FORMATION. 
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RU7 I AM PREPARING TO SUBMERGE. 

RU8 A SUBMARINE WILL SURFACE WITHIN TWO MILES OF ME 
WITHIN 30 MINUTES. REQUEST YOU REMAIN CLEAR. 

SL2 REQUEST YOUR COURSE, SPEED AND PASSING INTENTION. 

TXl I AM ENGAGED IN FISHERIES PATROL. 

UYI(...) I AM PREPARING TO LAUNCH/RECOVER AIRCRAFT ON 
COURSE 

UY2(...) I AM PREPARING TO CONDUCT MISSILE EXERCISES. 
REQUEST YOU REMAIN CLEAR IN DIRECTION FROM ME 
AS INDICATED (TABLE 3 OF ICS.) 

UY3(...) I AM PREPARING TO CONDUCT GUNNERY EXERCISES. 
REQUEST YOU REMAIN CLEAR IN DIRECTION FROM 
ME INDICATED (TABLE 3 OF ICS). 

UY4 I AM PREPARING TO CONDUCT/AM CONDUCTING OPERA- 

TIONS EMPLOYING EXPLOSIVE CHARGES. 

UY5(...) I AM MANEUVERING IN PREPARATION FOR TORPEDO 
LAUNCHING EXERCISES IN A DIRECTION FROM ME 
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AS INDICATED (TABLE 3 OF ICS). 

UY6(...) I AM PREPARING TO CONDUCT/AM CONDUCTING 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT ON COURSE 

REQUEST YOU REMAIN CLEAR. 

UY7 I AM PREPARING TO CONDUCT EXTENSIVE SMALL BOAT 

AND SHIP TO SHORE AMPHIBIOUS TRAINING OPERA- 
TIONS. 

UY8 I AM MANEUVERING TO LAUNCH/RECOVER LANDING 

CRAFT/BOATS. 

UY9 I AM PREPARING TO CONDUCT/AM CONDUCTING 

HELICOPTER OPERATIONS OVER MY STERN. 

ZL 1 I HAVE RECEIVED AND UNDERSTOOD YOUR SIGNAL. 

ZL2 DO YOU UNDERSTAND? REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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